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HISTORIC PRESERVATION • -CERTTFICATION APP1.1 CATTON- TART I_ Pf t.9? ? 

NAME/ADDRESS OF Prnp.-r ly: &?2 P«»* .V'enue, n a l t inc ,n» t _ l^ry^nd 21202 

NAME/address of OWU.T: Soy..«ers ^_£™**»-Sj 6?4 Par); Avemfe, Baltimore, HD 21202_ 

__ Telephone: (301) 726-1100 

Barbara Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc. 

H Light Street, Baltimore t Maryland 21202 Telephone: O O P 837-3691 

DESCRIPTION^ OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

t?? Park Avenue exemplifies the simple yet elegant early houses still existing in the 
.".ount Vernon Historic District. Buildings such as it blend with one another to create the 
significant architectural environment of the district. This building is a Greek Revival double 
house built of masonry with a running bond brick facade, a gable roof, and a high basement* 
The house is three bays wide and three stories high. There is a base;..-nt entrance in the 
south bay. The basement level is faced with marble, end contains a one by one wood casement 
window in the central bay. The door appears to be original, consisting of paneled wood, a 
single light, and a SJT.311 iron grill. A marble belt course divides the marble base from the 
brick facade* Marble steps with wrought iron railings (unoriginal) lead to the entrance in 
the north bay. The door frame has a plain wood surround and an elaborate wood entablature 
containing two large nodi 11 ions, smaller dentils, and a projecting cornice. The or.lg5r.al 
door has been r.iodified: it consists of a large pane of glass in the upper half end four 
smaller panes of glass in the lower half. 

»e fenestration is all one over one double hung wood sash windows with marble sills 
and flat arches. The dimensions become progressively shorter at each upper story. The 
first floor windows also have simple wrought iron railings in front of them. The second ohd 
third floor windows have white aluminum one over one storm vindews. •f,t: the third story, the 
lintels are actually within the wood frieze of the wood cornice. 7ha simple box cornice 
contains dentils as well. There is on interior end chi...._y in the south wall. 

The north and south walls of B22 are attached, to 824 and 820, and hence are unobserv ble. 
H-.e wast f;-.C:-!^.z has its southernmost bay arid third story exposed, and consists of paint -d 
:c.;_ an bond brick. The windows are two over two and one ever one double hunq wood s--sh 
windows. An iron fire escape extends down the bay. 

There is a two bay wide, two story high, six bay long back building of partially painted 
common bond brick. This structure has a shed roof and a brick corbelled cornice. There is 
in oriel window in the second bay from the east end. All windows are v-ood double hung windows, 
/ith a variety of lights, end most have aluminum storm windows. The first floor windows have 
.ron grills. The back building has two one story additions: one is two bays long and one is 
>ne bay long, both with shed roofs. The two bay extension is painted cordon bond brick with 
:wo double hung six over six wood windows with flat arches and subsills. The one bay 
extensions is built of painted cinder block, with a shed roof. There is a six over six wood 
rlndow with a wood sill on the addition's west wall and an aluminum door with a plain wood 
urround on the south wall. 

The interior still retains its original floor plan of roo.ns organized in a line parallel 
o a circulation axis, but the rooms have been converted into apartments with a variety of 
urfc finishes applied during recent years. The vestibule has stone parquetry and the 
oors are glass and wood panels. The hallway itself exhibits llncrusta wainscoting, and its 
eiling has plaster decoration creating a paneled effect. The stairs are winders with a 
cry unusual balustrade with carved wowd panels linking tach baluster. The newel post is 
aided. 

or.lg5r.al


B-3791 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERT IK1CATI ON APPLICATION - PART I - continued. PAGE 3 
Nsme/a<ldrcss*of Proper ly: ' 822 Park Avenue, ^altlnjorje, Maryland 21202 

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL AI'PEARAKCE 

Apaitrr^nts contain much, of the original molding: architrave surrounds on openings -
some with reeding end bullseye blocks- baseboards, wood paneled doors, and wood floors. 
Some simple wood mantels remain as well. 

• The conversion of this structure into tn apartment house is typical of the area which 
now consists mainly of professional off ires and apartments. In general, the building still 
retains its original character in its materials, scale, plan, proportion, end details. As 
a result, the building augments the. special environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District. 
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NAME/ADDRESS of P r o p e r l y : _ » ? ? p - < r k A . v e r i U e » " a l t l m ^ t ^ i ^ i a n d _ _ ? l ? 0 2 _ 

NAME/ADDRESS of Owner: __So.T..:rs and Somi- r s /8? -4 Pa rk _ Ay^nug ^ 

B a l t i m o r e , Mary land 21202 T e h - p h o n e : (301 ) 728-3 5 10 

P r e p a r e d by: B a r b a r a H o f f i_5 a . l^ e J t jer A _Ca^tzen_ar»d_>Vss 9 c i a t e s a _ I r i c . 

14 L i g h t S t r e e t , S a l t l r o o r c , Maryland 21202 T e l e p h o n e : (301 ) 837-3691 

STATEMENT OF SICHIF1CANCE 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of 822 Park Avenue Park Avenue l i e s i n i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o t he e n v i r o n m e n t of t h e Mount Vernon H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

The Mount Vernon H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t is l>->t h a B a l t i m o r e C i t y D i s t r i c t i,nd, in 
p a r t , a N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r H i s t o r i c Landmark D i s t r i c t . Mount Vernon was t he f i r s t 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t in B a l t i m o r e C i t y , d e s i g n a t e d in 19fiA and expanded f i v e t i m e s to 
t h e c u r r e n t - b o u n d a r i e s , which have been c e r t i f i e d by t h e Depa r tmen t of t h e I n t e r i o r 
for p u r p o s e s of t h e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a l ion Tax I n c e n t i v e s . The o r d i n a n c e c r e a t i n g 
t h e Mount Vernon H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d t h e H a i t i . . o r e C i t y Commission 
for H i s t o r i c end Arch i I e<-1 ur<i 1 Pre»ervHl ion t o o v e r s e e a l l c h a n g e s w i t h i n t h e 
D i s t i c t and t o recommend o i l i e r a r e a s and b u i l d i n g s in t h e C i t y for h i s t o r i c 
d e s i g n a t i o n . The H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t and the Commission were o u t g r o w t h s of t h e Mount 
Vernon Urban Renewal P l a n , one of t he C i t y ' s e a r l i e s t e f f o r t s t o i n c o r p o r a t e 
p r e s e r v a t i o n ^nd r e n o v a l ion of e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e s w i t h new d e v e l o p m e n t . The 
c u r r e n t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , u.*w encompasses two Urban Renewal A r e a s : Ho nt Vernon end 
H- own-Be 1 v e d e r e . 

V 

The Mount Vernon Historic District grew from the early 19th century through the 

early 20th century and retains structurea— r e a idential, co: nercial, and 

relletoua — frora that time. The area was Baltimore's most fashionable neighborhood 
nd 3 3 such includes some of (lie finest architecture in the City, built for wealthy 

residents, congregations, and institutions, and designed by architects of local end 
rational renown. The greater port ion of the district was ence the estate of John 
" ^ e r Howard, revolutionary war patriot and statesman. His mansion, Belvidere, was 
located at what is now the 11)00 block of North Calvert Street,The centerpiece of the 
district >'s the Washington Monument -nd Mount Vernon Place, The monument ie the 
f i r 11 formal nanument erected to rorjueinorale George Washington .nd is one of the 
finest exoi'ples of monumental architecture in t h'e country. It was erected from 1S15 
to 1829 :.r,d designed by Robert Mi M s , one of the first American Lorn and trained 
architects' in the country. The development of the squares known as Mount Vernon 
Place end Washington Place, dales from the 1830's, when the land was subdivided by 
Howard's heirs, who then built some of the first houses. Prior to the construction 
of the monument and the development of the squares, brick working class houbes were 
built on Tyson Street, Rem! Street and North Howard Street, the earliest dating from 
1810. These buildings still exist, some are residences and others have been 
converted to antique shops. The houses on Hamilton Street date from 1820 and were 
designed by Robert Cary Long Sr. the architect of the Peale Museum and Davidge Hall. 

The area which is now tin- Historic District continued to develop. Baltimore's 

prominent and wealthy residents moved north In the rural area because the land 

a id the harbor was rapidly herommine, industrialized and because the City was 

flooded with immigrant s, who flocked to Baltimore to work in the neuly established 

industries. Construction i-onl inm-.l In lake pi.ue in the IHflO's <̂ nd |H90's .ifter the 

Howard istJte had been sold. Hy the e..rly _*'"*! t» century, Mount Royal Avenue and 

,-irts of Howard St reet had been developed, completing the construction in the 

d i s t r i < • t . 
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